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" And man became a living aouL" (Gen. II., 7.) 

" The soul that sinneth, it shall die." (Ezek. XVIIL, 4.) 

" For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." 

(1 Cor. XV., 22.) 
" The tlrst man Adam was made a living soul ; the last Adam was 

'* made a quickening spirit." (1 Cor., XV., 46.) 
" When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 

" with Him in glory." (Col. IH., 4.) 
" Our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought 

<* life and immortality to light through the GtospeL" (2 Tim. I., 10. ) 
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CHAPTER I. 



Introductory. 

The age in which we live is pre-eminently a 
thoughtful one. 

Time was, when the question propounded on 
the title-page of this work would have excited 
but little attention: the Christian would have 
unhesitatingly answered it in the affirmative ; the 
materialist would have answered, then as now — 
Man has no soul. 

It cannot be denied, that while the present is 
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an age of earnest enquiry, various forms of infi- 
delity abound. 

It is considered by some that &ee enquiry is 
calculated to induce scepticism ; and these persons 
sometimes thoughtlessly brand the anxious en- 
quirer as a free-thinker. 

The author inclines to the opinion that ma- 
terialism, rationalism, and other forms of infi- 
delity, are engendered, not so much by thoughtful 
enquiry, as by the inculcation and attempted 
enforcement of dogma : e,g. 

Our Church, and orthodox divines generally, 
teach that the sufferings and punishment of lost 
sinners will be everlasting ; that throughout a 
never-ending eternity, the unsaved soul will go 
on sinning and suffering. 

" What,'* says the free-thinker, "do you wish 
" me to believe that sin and misery and suffering 
" shall last as long as God himself endures ? Do 
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" you ask me to beKeve that this God is infinite 
"in wisdom and beneficence and that He de- 
" mands my adoration ? I will not have this 
"Being to reign over me." 



The question of the eternity, or more strictly 
the everlasting duration, of future punishment, 
has, doubtless, in various ages of mankind, en- 
grossed the thoughtful and prayerful attention of 
many learned theologians; notwithstanding it has 
always been and is still considered unorthodox, 
to express a doubt on the subject. 

What then is to be regarded as the standard 
of orthodoxy? 

To this I answer : — ^not the writings of the 
early fathers ; not the most ancient traditions ; 
not the utterances ex cathedrd of the Pope in 
council ; not the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church 
of England ; but the inspired volume — ^the Sacred 
Scriptures comprised in the Old and New Tes- 
taments. 

B 2 
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** To the law and to the testimony :" saith. the 
prophet Isaiah (viii., 20). ''If they speak not 
''acoording to this word, it is because there is 
" no light in them." 

From the Bible, and the Bible alone, the 
author will endeavour to demonstrate : — 

That man was created capable of, or with a 
capacity for, immortality, both as to body and 
iSOuL 

r 

That being so created, the first man, Adam, was 
constituted the federal head of mankind, and was 
placed in a state of probation or trial. 

That while in this state of probation Adam 
.sinned, and thereby lost his immortality; or, in 
other words, in the act of sinning he became 
mortpl, i.e., subject to death, or liable to die. 

That it was not primarily the body of Adam 
'but his soul which sinned; and his soul as well 
:as his body thereupon became mortal. 



THE soul: is it immortal P 



That, in virtue of our federal relationship to 
Adam, every soul bom into this world is bom 
in sin and with a sinful nature; and that, as a 
necessary consequence, every Soul is naturally, 
f.c., in its own nature — ^Mobtal, 

That immediately after the fall of our first 
parents, a gracious promise of redemption was 
made. 

That the redemption of sinners was wrought 
out by Christ. 

9 

That as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive. 

That the benefits fiowing to sinners, through 
Christ, infinitely transcend the injury done to 
them by the fall. 

That there is a future state of rewards and 
punishments; and that men shall be judged ac- 
cording to the deeds done in the body. 

That aU who die in ihdr sins will be punished 
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hereafter aooording to their deserts*— fiome with 
tew, others with manj stripes^ 

That there is no state of prubatLon fer man 
other than the present, and no intermediate state 
of pnrgatory ; and consequently tiiat no sins are 
fofrgiren after the sonl is separated £rom the body. 

That the doctrine of the final or ultimate 
blessedness of all mankind is not scripturaL 

That the dc^pma of the everlasting duration of 
fatnre pmiishment and suffering is repugnant to 
all right conceptions of the Divine attributes. 

That everlasting happiness cannot be merited 
by man during his short term of probation in 
this world* 

That the bliss of those who are saved will 
be everlasting. 

That all who inherit eternal life will do so 
by virtue of their interest in Christ; and that 
whcroas future punishment will be proportioned 
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to the demerits of the sinner, Salvation is all 
OF Grace. 

That there is no Immortality out of Christ. 

That Life and Immortality are brought to 
light through the Gospel. 
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CHAPTER II. 



That Man was created capable of, or with 
a capacity for, immortality, both as to 

BODY AND SOUL — ThAT BEING SO CREATED, 
THE FIRST MAN, AdAM, WAS CONSTITUTED 
THE FEDERAL HEAD OF MANKIND,. AND WAS 
PLACED IN A STATE OF PROBATION OR TRIAL. 

" And God said, Let us make man in our 
" image, after our likeness." (Gen. i., 26.) 

*' So God created man in His own image, in 
" the image of God created He him." (Gen. 
i., 27.) 

*' And the Lord God formed man of the dust 

*' of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 

" the breath of life ; and man became a living 
« soul." (Gen. ii., 7.) 
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" And the Lord God took the man, and put 
'* him into the garden of Eden to dress it and 
" to keep it. And the Lord God commanded 
*' the man, saying. Of every tree of the garden 
" thou mayest freely eat : But of the tree of 
" the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
" not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest 
" thereof thou shalt surely die." (Gen. ii., 15, 
16, 17.) 



The word 'Immortal' occurs, I believe, only once 
in the Sacred Scriptures, and then it is applied 
to God. " Now unto the King eternal. Immortal, 
" invisible, the only wise God, be honour and 
" glory for ever and ever. Amen.'' (1 Tim. i., 17.) 

The first man was made in the image of God, 
but this only in some respects; for the Deity 
has inconmiunicable attributes, such sua omni- 
potence, omnipresence, omniscience, eternity, im- 
mutability. 

In some respects, angels may be said to bear 
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a resemblance or likeness to God ; they are 'spirits 
and are therefore immaterial, incorporeal, and 
invisible; but though spiritual, they are created 
beings, and like men, they live and move and 
have their being, in God. The modem ma- 
terialists, like the ancient Sadducees, say that 
there is neither angel nor spirit. "For the 
" Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither 
" angel, nor spirit : but the Pharisees confess 
" both." (Acts xxiii., 8.) The angels have 
certain moral qualities, such as holiness, wisdom 
and knowledge; and, without enlarging, it may 
be said that in these respects, man also was made 
in the likeness of God. 

In one of the texts quoted (Gen. ii., 7.) it is 
written, that the Lord God having formed man's 
body out of the dust of the ground, breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be- 
came a "living soul:" which, rather than the 
body, may be said to be the seat of the Divine 
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image. "And so it is written, The first man 
'* Adam was made a living soul/' (1 Cor. xv., 45.) 

It will be observed by tbe careful reader, that 
in these passages it is not written, man became 
or was made an immortal soul, but a ^^ living 
soul:" and they who say that man when created 
was actually made immortal, would appear to lay 
themselves open to the charge of attempting to 

be 'wise above what is written/ 

The utmost that can with certitude be predi- 
cated of man, is that he was made with a capacity 
for, or capable of enjoying, immortality; and this 
as to the whole of his nature — ^not more as to 
his soul, than as to his body. 

The pious and learned Doctor Gill, in his 
Body of Divinity, Vol. I., p. 387, sajrs: "The 
" body of man was originally made immortal, not 
" that it was so of itself, and in its own nature, 
" being made of the elements of the earth, and 
" so reducible to the same again, and was sup- 
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** ported even in the state of innocence with 
" corruptible food ; but Gk)d, who only hath im- 
" mortality, conferred it on the body of man^ so 
** that if he had never sinned his body would 
" not have been mortal" 

And again the same author (p. 396) : *' The 
" image of God lay in the blessedness of man 
" in his original state; for as God is Gtoi over 
'^ all, and blessed, and is the blessed and only 
*^ potentate, so man in a lower sense was blessed 
" above all the creatures, having a healthy oon- 
" stitution, an immortal body, and everything 
grate&l and suitable to it; and a soul know- 
ing, wise, holy, just and good." 

And again : " The image of God in the whole 
" man, soul and body, lay in his immortality — 
" natural to his soul, and conferred on his body," 

The first man, Adam, was constituted the 
federal head of mankind, and was placed in a 
state of probation or trial. 
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When Adam was created he waa not without 
law, for the natural law was implanted in him 
—written on his heart, and hecame the law of 
his nature; by this law he became acquainted 
with the will of his Creator and Divine Governor, 
and he had an innate sense of obligation to ob- 
serve it. 

By this natural law, or light of nature, Adam 
would know that there was a God and that He 
ought to be worshipped. 

But, beside this natural law, there were others 
of a positive kind given to Adam oraUy by God; 
and these are sometimes called the covenant of 
works ; the terms of it being : " Do this and live/' 
The Lord God said to Adam, "But of the tree 
" of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
" not eat of it ; for in the day that thou eatest 
"thereof thou shalt surely die;" (Gen. ii., 17.) 
which impHed, that if he abstained from eating it, 
he should surely live. Sometimes these laws are 
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called a covenant of nature — being made with 
Adam as a natural man, and the natural head 
of his posterity. 

God made man upright. (Ecd. vii., 29.) Adam 
was, while in a state of innocence, in all respects 
and in the widest sense a free-agent, with a bias 
towards that which was good. He had the 
power to obey God, and the inclination also. The 
moral law written on his heart may be said to 
have been the rule of his obedience, while the 
positive law which was given him may be said 
to have been the trial of his obedience. 

Had Adam stood in his integrity, in holiness 
and righteousness, ho would have propagated 
these qualities to his posterity; and this because 
they were not acquired by Adam, but were 
natural to him and inherent in him. 
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CHAPTER III. 



That while in this state of probation Adam 
sinned, and thereby lost his immortality; 
or, in other words, in the act of sinning 
he became mortal, t. 5., subject to death, 

OR LIABLE TO DIE — ^ThAT IT WAS NOT PRIMARILY 
THE BODY OF AdAM WHICH SINNED, BUT HIS 
SOUL ; AND HIS SOUL AS WELL AS HIS BODY 
THEREUPON BECAME MORTAL. 

Our first parents continued but for a brief period 
in the state of integrity and uprightness in whicli 
they were created : for how long it is not neces- 
sary to consider, and it would be unprofitable to 
speculate upon it. 

God gave to Adam a positive command, and 
the penalty attached to disobedience was death: 
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In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die." (Gen. ii., 17.) 



The graphic account of the sin and fall of our 
first parents, as recorded in the third chapter of 
Genesis, is familiar to my readers. 

Eve first ate of the forbidden jfruit, being 
tempted thereto by the serpent, which is the 
Devil ; and Eve gave also unto her husband with 
her and he did eat. (Gen. iii., 6.) It is 
written, *'And Adam was not deceived, but the 
" woman being deceived was in the transgression." 
(1 Tim. ii., 14.) The meaning of this is, probably, 
that Adam was not first deceived; that he was 
not deceived by the serpent but by his wife, 
and so Eve was first in the transgression ; but 
Adam speedily followed. It is written, *'Never- 
*' theless death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
*' even over them that had not sinned after the 
*' similitude of Adam's transgression." (Rom, 
v., 14.) 
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It would appear, from the Scripture narrative, 
that Adam was with his wife when she ate the 
forbidden fruit, although Eve was alone when 
the serpent tempted her, and she parleyed with 
him. Her sin lay in giving credit to what the 
tempter said, (" Ye shall not surely die,") and in 
her desire to eat of the fruit in order that she 
might become wise. These were acts of her sotd. 

Not content with eating of it herself, she gave 
unto her husband, and he did eat. Probably 
she used with him the same arguments as the 
tempter had used with her. Adam listened to 
the praises which his wife bestowed on the fruit, 
conceived a desire to eat of it, and finally did 
eat. Here again it was the sotd of Adam that 
sinned. 

I shall not dwell upon the aimless and profit- 
less conjecture, that had Adam refused to listen 
to the sophistries of his wife. Eve's sin would 

have been personal, and would have afiected none 

c 
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but herself^ she not being a federal head with 
Adam ; for God might have created another help- 
meet for Adam had he stood in his integrity, 
and then confirmed the new pair, both in their 
rectitude, and in their immortality. 

Neither shall I attempt to enquire, why the 
infinitely holy God permitted our first parents 
to sin? It is su£B.cient for us to know that they 
did sin, and that of their own free-will, and 
agaiDst light and knowledge; for although they 
were tempted thereto, the sin was their own act 
and deed. 

God made a declaration — short, clear, and posi- 
tive, of His will; and accompanied it with the 
terrible denunciation, that disobedience would en- 
tail death upon the sinner: " Thou shalt surely 
'' die.'' 

I need not labour the argument that it is the 
^oul which sins, for the body moves and acts 
as tiie soul directs. The soul is that part of us 
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which thinks, for matter cannot think. The soul 
is the seat of all the moral sentiments — ^love, 
hatred, envy, jealousy, hope, despair. It alone 
is capable of spiritual and devotional exercises — as 
praying, pralsinjg, watching, trusting, believing, 
and the like ; and so also, it is the soul that 
sins ; as it is written (Ezek. xviii., 4.), " The 
*' soul that sinneth, it shall die." All the com- 
mandments, all the promises, all the threatenings 
in the Bible, are addressed to the soul; for the 
soul alone can understand them. 

What then is meant by the denunciation, 
** In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
** surely die"? 

It could not refer to the bodies of our first 

parents, for they Uved very many years after 

the fall. Adam died, according to the Mosaic 

account, at the age of nine himdred and thirty 

years. It must, therefore, refer to their souls. 

In what sense, then, did their souls die ? Orthodox 

c 2 
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divines say, that immediately on the act of sin 
being committed, our first parents lost their 
original rectitude and uprightness ; that their 
consciences became guilty, and their wills became 
perverted ; that they lost the favour of God ; 
that their knowledge became weakened, and their 
understanding darkened. 

All this is true; but what else did they lose? 
What death did thev die? Shall I be deemed 
presumptuous if I say they lost their immortality? 
The curse of death descended upon them; their 
souls as well as their bodies became mortal.. 
Every change is said to be a death, and this 
change was indeed a death ; they surely died ! 

The author's view is strikingly confirmed by the 
following remarkable text — Gen. iii., 22, 23, 24: 
which the reader is entreated to study, atten- 
tively and thoughtfully, before perusing the next 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



That in virtue of our federal relationship 
TO Adam, every soul born into this 

WORLD is born in sin AND WITH A SINFUL 

nature; and that as a necessary con- 
sequence, EVERY SOUL IS NATURALLY, U €., IN 
ITS OWN NATURE, MORTAL. 

It is written: — "And on the seventh day God 
** ended His work which He had made, and He 
" rested on the seventh day from all His work 
^' which He had made." (Gen. ii., 2.) "And 
^' God did rest the seventh day from all His 
"works." (Heb. iv., 4.) "For he that is 
" entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from 
" his own works, as God did from His." (Heb. 
iv, 10.) 
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It is not necessary hero to enter into the 
question of the precise meaning of the term ' day/ 
or the time comprised in the six days allotted 
to the creation. Geology teaches that what the 
old and even the middle-aged among us learned 
at school on this subject has to be unlearned; 
and that possibly each day of the six may mean 
many thousand centuries. 

Still the broad fact remains, that when the 
Deity completed the Vork of creation, He rested. 

When our first parents left the hands of their 
Creator He blessed them, and said unto them, 
"Be fruitftd and multiply, and replenish the 
" earth, and subdue it : and have dominion over 
" the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
" air, and over every living thing that moveth 
" upon the earth." (Gen. i., 28.) 

All animate creation had the faculty of re- 
producing its species ; and this was inherent alike in 
birds, beasts and fishes, and also in the vegetable 
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kingdom: each animal begetting his like; each 
tree and every herb, whose seed is in itself, 
yielding fruit and seed after its kind. 

Notwithstanding this may be said to be the 
universal law of nature, all the divines with 
whose writings I am familiar say, that so far 
as man is concerned, this law does not apply; 
that man being a compound being, consisting of 
body and soul, the former is generated, but the 
latter being immaterial is not partible nor divi- 
sible; and they assume also that it is immortal 
and incorruptible; therefore, say they, it cannot 
be generated. 

If this theory be true, man is, at least in 
this respect, inferior to the brute creation; for 
the beast b^ets his Hke, he generates the whole 
of his species; whereas man only generates a 
part. 

But let us examine the matter calmly and 
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dispassionately^ and discover, if we can^ whether 
or not this view is tenable. 

If the soul is not generated it must be 
created, and God has not yet rested from all 
His works, so far as respects creation; but is 
every moment of time creating souls and in- 
fusing them into infantile bodies as soon as they 
iare bom. 

But can this for one moment be seriously 
believed? Will any reasonably intelligent man 
venture to suggest, that not only in civilised 
countries but amongst the aborigines of America, 
in the wilds of Africa, amongst the Aztecs, the 
Caffres, the Hottentots and other tribes, only 
one remove from the brutes — Divine Omni- 
potence waits upon the birth of their yoimg and 
breathes a soul into their nostrils, or creates a 
soul and implants it in each and every one of 
their progeny? 

But there is yet another difficulty. Some, nay 



i 
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many, in this higUy favoured land of ours, are 
bom in a state of idiocy. Am I asked to believe 
that an imperfect soul, with a dwarfed under- 
standing, and a perverted imagination, is created 
by the all-wise and beneficent Being, whom we 
worship and adore, and infused into every one 
of these infants at its birth P 

It can scarcely be considered profitable to pursue 
this subject, but there is a stiU greater dfficuHy 
yet to be encountered. Am I asked to believe 
that every soul is created by God P I rejoin — Is 
the soul, when created, pure or impure P If 
impure, what a blasphemous reflection on the 
Divine Creator! If pure — and the soul is the 
seat of all the moral attributes — how can man 
be said to be bom in sin and with a sinful 
nature P How can a soul fresh from the hands 
of infinite purity be unclean and sinful P 

. The learned divines who hold the view which 
I. fed constrained to impeach, admit that the 
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doctrine of the soul's immortality becomes inde- 
fensible if the souls of men are ex, traduce, i.e., 
generated by or derived from their immediate 
parents with their bodies. They are, however, 
committed to the doctrine of the "Immortality 
of the Soul/' I.e., that every soul is in its 
own nature immortal, and they are driven into 
the admission of numberless, absurd and God- 
dishonouring notions such as those I have enu- 
merated, and countless others which I have 
refrained from dwelling upon or even naming; 
because I am desirous not to shock my readers, 
but to enlist their seiious attention to what I 
have further to say. 

Notwithstanding then, the array of talent and 
learning which is against me, I venture to affirm, 
humbly, yet most confidently, that man is not 
in this most important natural fanction inferior 
to the brute ; but that he too generates his 
species : and that as he is a compound being 
having a body and a soul, he generates his like : 
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that the body and the soul being generated, are 
both necessarily mortal. 

It is admitted, I beUeve, that more than one* 
half of the human race die in infancy ; i.e., before 
they reach the age of seven years. 

In China, with its teeming millions, and in 
many other countries which it is not necessary 
for me to indicate or to specify — no more or 
higher value is set upon infant life than we set 
upon the life of a kitten — ^infants are strangled^ 
or suflfocated, as soon as they ai'e bom. Those 
of my readers who believe in a Divine provi- 
dence, and who therefore must admit that this 
wholesale 'massacre of innocents* is daily and 
hourly — ^I inay say momentarily — permitted by the 
omnipresent and omnipotent Deity, must be ap- 
palled when they think ti so many immortal 
souls being ushered into eternity, and such an 
eternity as they picture to themselves as the lot 

« 

of all who die unregenerated. 
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I have been dwelling on our natural relation- 
ship to Adam, viewed as the father or progenitor 
of the human race. I now proceed to con- 
sider, briefly, our federal relationship to him. 

God made a covenant with Adam : this cove- 
nant flowed alike from the sovereignty and the 
goodness of the Deity. In this covenant many 
good things were promised, and pre-eminently 
the gift of immortality, if Adam continued obedi- 
ent to the Divine command : Immortality, not 
simply as to his soul, but as respected his body 
also. 

In this, as in all covenants, there was another 
<5ontracting party — Adam; who tacitly gave a 
ftdl and hearty assent to what was proposed to 
him. 

The obedience demanded was reasonable ; it 
was also personal, absolute and perpetual. 

Adam was, as has been observed — ^in the strict- 
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est and fullest sense — a free-agent. God made 
man upright, so that the bias of his mind was 
towards that which was good ; his natural incli- 
nation was to yield an undivided allegiance to 
his gracious Creator and Benefactor. 

The covenant made with Adam was a natural 
covenant ; made with a natural man ; and had 
this covenant been kept by him he was not 
warranted to expect any supernatural blessing : 
he was created with a capacity for immortality, 
and the reward of perfect obedience would have 
been a confirmation of him in his immortality: 
his soul and his body would have been abso- 
lutely immortal, and he would have continued 
in the enjoyment of a perfect immunity from 
all illnesses and bodily ailments ; while his soul 
would have remained pure and in the image of 
his Maker. 

In this covenant, Adam acted not for himself 
only, but as the federal head of his whole pos- 
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terity. This, I think, is clear from the fact that 
Adam is declared to be a type or figure of Him 
that was to come : i.e., of Christ. " Neverthe- 
" less death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 

fl 

" over them that had not sinned after the simili- 
" tude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure 
"of Him that was to come.'* (Rom. v., 14.) 

"The first man Adam was made a living 
soul; the last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit." (1 Cor. xv., 45.) It is also clear from 
the fact of the consequences of his disobedience 
being entailed upon his ofispring : as they were 
in him they sinned in him, and the sentence 
of death, i.e., a deprivation of immortality, was 
pajssed on them in him. Had Adam continued 
in his integrity, all the souls bom of him would 
have been naturally immortal : as Adam wilfully 
disobeyed the Divine command, as he did not 
perform the covenant, he was deprived of immor- 
tality — ^his soul lost the image of his Maker, his 
body became subject to fatigue, illness and death. 
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and we his offipring and federal descendants 
were born in sin with mortal souls estranged 
from God, prone to do evil ; our bodies also, 
being like his, subject to all the consequences 
threatened on his disobedience. The weight of 
the curse fell on the soul of Adam, and every 
SOUL descended from him is in its own nature 
therefore mortal. 
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CHAPTER V. 



That immediately after the fall of our 
first parents a gracious promise of re- 
DEMPTION WAS MADE — ^ThAT THE REDEMPTION 
OF SINNERS WAS WROUGHT OUT BY ChRIST 

— ^That AS IN Adam all die, even so 
IN Christ shall all be made alive — 
That the benefits flowing ix) sinners 
through Christ infinitely transcend the 

INJURY done to them BY THE FALL. 

God said to the serpent — that old serpent which 
is the Devil ( Rev. xii., 9.) : " I will put 
" enmity between thee and the woman, and be- 
" tween thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise 
" thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.'* 
(Gen. iii., 15.) These words, while they were 
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addressed to the serpent^ and in the way of 
threatening, contain the kernel of the Gospel, 
and may be regarded as the dawn of grace to 
fallen man. 

The words are mystical, and they are few ; yet 
they may be said to contain some of the principal 
articles of faith and diief doctrines of the Gospel. 
The seed of the woman points to the Divine 
Redeemer, and shadows forth the incarnation of 

* 

the Son of God, who should be made of a 
woman — bom of a virgin, unbegotten by man. 
The serpent bruising his heel points to the cruci- 
fixion of our Saviour, to His sufferings and 
death for the sons of men. The bruising of 
the serpenfs head would seem to refer to the 
victory which our Saviour should obtain over 
Satan, destroying his policy and power, his au- 
thority and empire. This is the substance of the 
Gospel and matter of joy to lost sinners. 

It would appear, from the Scripture narrative, 
that if, after the sin and fall of our first parents, 

D 
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Adam had eaten of the " tree of Ufe," he woidd 
have become immortal. He would, notwithstand- 
ing, have been for ever miserable; because he 
had become guilty. His would have been, indeed, 
a wretched immortality. 

So the Lord God "drove out the man; and 
" He placed at the east of the Garden of Eden 
" Cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned 
" every way, to keep the way of the * tree of 
" * life. (Gen. iii., 24.) To keep or guard the 
way, lest Adam should attempt to return to the 
garden, "And take also of the *tree of life,* and 
*' eat and live for ever." (Gen. iii., 22.) 

" Behold, therefore, the goodness and severity 
** of God ; " seeming severity, but unspeakable 
and infinite goodness and mercy: for Gt)d had 
determined, of his free and sovereign grace, to 
provide a Saviour for fallen man — the true 
"Tree of Life" — of which, if a man eat, he 
shall in very deed live for ever. His will be a 
blissful immortality. 
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A gracums promise of Redemption wets made : — 
Bedemption signifies a purchase — a buying 
again — a ransom — a deliyerance. All these were 
wrought out for sinners by Christ. He gave Him- 
self a ransom for them. (Matt, xx., 28.) He laid 
down His life for them. (1 John iii., 16.) 
He died that they might live. (1 Thess. v., 10.) 
In His love and in His pity He redeemed 
them. (Isaiah Ixiii., 9.) 

The deliyerance of the Israelites from the 
bondage of the Egyptians^ was a type of redemp- 
tion by Christ: "Wherefore say unto the children 
" of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will bring you 
" out from imder the burdens of the Egyptians, 
" and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I 
" will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and 
" with great judgments : And I will take you to 
me for a people, and I will be to you a God : 
and ye shall know that I am the Lord your 
" God, which bringeth you out from under the 

" burdens of the Egyptians." (Exod. vi., 6, 7.) 

D 2 
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" I am the Lord thy God, which have brought 
" thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
" house of bondage." (Exod. xx., 2.) 

The ransom of the people of Israel when 
numbered, was also typical of the ransom or redemp- 
tion of His people by Christ : '^And the Lord spake 
** unto Moses, saying. When thou takest the sum of 
'' the children of Israel after their number, then 
" shall they give every man a ransom for his soul 
'* unto the Lord, when thou numberest them ; that 
" there be no plague among them, when thou 
" numberest them. This they shall give, every 
" one that passeth among them that are nimibered, 
*' half a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary : 
'' (a shekel is twenty gerahs : ) an half shekel 
" shall be the offering of the Lord. Every one 
'' that passeth among them that are numbered, 
" fix)m twenty years old and above, shall give 
" an offering unto the Lord. The rich shall 
" not give more, and the poor shall not give 
" less than half a shekel, when they give an 
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offering unto the Lord, to make an atonement 

for your souls. And thou shalt take the atone* 

ment money of the children of Israel, and shalt 

appoint it for the service of the tabemade of 

the congregation ; that it may be a memorial 

" unto the children of Israel before the Lord, to 

" make an atonement for your souls." (Exod. xxx., 
11—16.) 

The buying again of a poor IsraeUte sold to 
another as a slave or bondman, was a type of 
the redemption of a sinner by Christ: "More- 
over of the children of the strangers that do 
sojourn among you, of them shall ye buy, and 
" of their families that are with you, which they 
" begat in your . land : and they shall be your 
" possession. And ye shall take them as an in* 
" heritance for your children after you, to inherit 
" them for a possession ; they shall be your bond- 
" men for ever : but over your brethren the 
" children of Israel, ye shall not rule one over 
" another with rigour. And if a sojourner or 
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" stranger wax rich by thee, and thy brother 
" that dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell him- 
" self unto the stranger or sojourner by thee, or 
" to the stock of the stranger's family : After 
^' that he is sold he may be redeemed again ; 
" one of his brethren may redeem him : ** 
(Leviticus, xxv., 45 — 48.) 

The deUverance of a debtor from prison by 
paying his debts for him, is an emblem of re- 
demption by Christ: and so also is the emanci- 
pation of slaves from their serfdom. 

All these however are but faint emblems: for 
the love of Christ which prompted the one offering 
of Himself passeth knowledge. His humiliation. 
His perfect and sinless obedience. His sufferings 
and death, axe infinitely beyond our comprehen- 
sion. From all this it is evident that the 
benefits flowing to sinners through Christ in- 
finitely transcend the injury done to them by 
the fall. 

Had Adam continued in his integrity, he would 
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have been oonfirmed in his immortality; and he 
would have lived a peacefiil, happy and sinless 
life in Eden : but the life he would have lived 
and the blessings he would have enjoyed are not 
worthy to be compared with the bliss and happi- 
ness which wiU be the portion of every true 
believer in Christ. " Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
" heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
" man, the things which God hath prepared for 
« them that love Him." (1 Cor. ii., 9.) 

We have considered, in brief, what is meant by 
the fall of our first parents : and that when they 
sinned they lost their immortaliiy. We have 
also touched upon the fact of our federal rela- 
tionship to Adam. Now let us ponder for a 
while on a few of the glorious promises and gra- 
cious declarations of the Gospel — ^which, as my 
readers know, means glad tidings to perishing 
sinners. ^' As in Adam all die, even so in Ohrist 
" shall all be made alive." (1 Cor. xv., 22.) 
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" Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
** tbe world, and death by sin; and so death 
" passed npon all men, for that all hare sinned. 
" (For nntil the law sin was in the world : but 
'' sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
" Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
" even over them that had not sinned after the 
" simiKtude of Adam's transgression, who is the 
" figure of Him that was to come. But not as 
" the offence, so also is the firee gift. For if 
" through the offence of one many be dead, much 
" more the grace of God, and the gift by grace 
" which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath 
" abounded unto many. And not as it was by 
" one that sinned, so is the gift : for the Judg- 
" ment was by one to condemnation, but the free 
'* gift is of many offences unto justification. For 
" if by one man's offence death reigned by one; 
" much more they which receive abundance of 
" grace and of the gift of righteousness shall 
" reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.) There- 
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"fore as by the offence of one judgment came 
" upon all men to condemnation ; even so by the 
" righteousness of one the free gift came upon 
** all men imto justification of life. For as by 
" one man's disobedience many were made sin- 
" ners, so by the obedience of one shall many be 
** made righteous. Moreover the law entered, 
" that the offence might abound. But where 
" sin abounded, grace did much more abound. 
" That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
" might grace reign through righteousness unto 
" eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." (Rom. 
v., 12—21.) 

*' And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
** wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
" lifted up : That whosoever believeth in Him 
" should not perish^ but have eternal life. For 
" God so loved the world that He gave His only 
" begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
" should not perish^ but have everlasting life." 
(John iii., 14, 15, 16.; 
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^' This is the bread which ooinefh down from 
** heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not 
" die." (John vi., 50.) 

^' Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection^ 
*' and the life : he that belieyeth in Me, though 
" he were dead, yet shall he live. And who- 
" soever liveth and beheveth in Me shall never 
"die." (John xi., 25, 26.) 
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CHAPTER VI. 



That there is a future state op rewards 
and punishmeins, and that men shall be 
judged ag00rdin6 to the deeds done in 
THE BODY — That all who die in their 
SINS wnji BE punished hereafter, accord- 
ing TO THEIR deserts; SOME WITH FEW, 
OTHERS WITH MANY STRIPES — ^ThAT THERE 
IS NO STATE OF PROBATION FOR MAN OTHER 
THAN THE PRESENT, AND NO INTERMEDIATE 
STATE OF purgatory; AND, CONSEQUENTLY, 
THAT NO SINS ARE FORGIVEN AFTER THE 
SOUL IS SEPARATED FROM THE BODY — ^ThAT 
THE DOCTRINE OF THE FINAL, OR ULTIMATE 
BLESSEDNESS OF ALL MANKIND, IS NOT SCRIP- 
TURAL. 

Man is a ooinpoiind being, consisting of a body 



44 THE soul: is rr immortal? 

wonderfully formed and maryellously adapted to 
its worky and a reasonable souL Man, there- 
fore, is a responsible being, a moral agent, and 
is accountable to God, his Creator and moral 
GoYemor, for all his actions; ue., for the manner in 
which he spends his natural life in this world. 

It will be admitted, on all hands, that there 
is great diversity in the characters of men. That 
among men who make no profession of religion 
there are many, very many, who live spotless 
lives; who in every walk, in every relation of 
Ufe, act in such a way as to excite in the minds 
of their feUows the sentiments of admiration, 
esteem and affection. As professional or mercantile 
men, they are men of the highest probity. As 
respects their social habits, they are pore and 
gentle and courteous, charitable, loving and kind ; 
lending a helping hand to their weaker fellows; 
relieving the necessitous; not slandering their 
neighbours, but speaking lightly of their faults; 
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not domineering and harsh towards their depend- 
entSy but treating them with kindness and the 
most generous consideration. 

In all the domestic relations of life their cha- 
racter stands out boldly, and their conduct is 
most amiable, affectionate and kind; they are 
faithM, loving husbands, kind and discreetly 
indulgent parents, considerate and affectionate 
brothers ; all the natural affections shine in them 
most conspicuously. If there are poor members in 
the family of such, they minister without ostenta- 
tion to their necessities. They are, in fact, 
beloved by all who know them — patterns of 
excellence. 

There are other men who are the reverse of 
all this, whose character is so graphically de- 
picted by the Apostle Paul; "Being filled with 
" all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, co- 
" vetousness, maliciousness ; fall of envy, murder, 
" debate, deceit, malignity ; whisperers, backbiters, 
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*' haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, in- 
" venters of evil things, disobedient to parents, 
** without understanding, covenant-breakers, with- 
" out natural affection, implacable, unmerciful : 
** who knowing the judgment of God, that they 
^' which conmiit such things are worthy of death, 
*'not only do the same, but have pleasure in 
" them that do them." (Rom. i., 29—32.) 

Others again there are who are not profane; 
who do not shock those who are compelled to 
associate with them in the various relations of 
life by their filthy conversation ; who live out- 
wardly correct Uves; but are very far removed 
from those whose exemplary character I have 
briefly sketched. 

As men of business they do not hesitate to 
steal an advantage, as they call it, whenever 
opportunity offers; they break their promises 
when a laxge stake is to be gained by it; they 
do not scruple to embark in reckless enterprises 
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wbicli too often ndn honest hard-working men 
of business^ who have been a lifetline amafising 
a few thousand pounds; and worse stilly they 
reduce to dependence and beggary the widow 
and the orphan. As shopkeepers they do not 
hesitate to adulterate their waxes, or to give 
short weight and measure to their customers, 
knowing that the poor and needy suffer most; 
or if such are deterred from these shabby, un- 
worthy, and dishonest acts, they are deterred 
only by their terror of the law. 

In the social and domestic relations of life, 
again, they feU very far below even the moderate 
standard of excellence which they set up for 
themselves. 

The feet is patent, that very many of the 
latter class have in this life all that heart can 
wish; they are prosperous in business, they amass 
riches beyond their most sanguine expectations; 
they have good health; they appear to enjoy an 
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JTmrmnity from all bodily ailments ; tiiiey have 
the oongratnlations of their friends; and, too 
frequently, they reodve the adulation of their 
fellow-men. 

The fetct is equally patent, that many men 
belonging to the first dass depicted have to 
struggle to make both ends meet. Theirs is, 
indeed, a battle of, and sometimes a battle for, 
life; they have many bodily ailments; they rise 
early, and late take rest, and yet are unable 
to achieve even a competence; they are fre- 
quently disabled by sickness from attending to 
their business; they suffer a lingering illness, 
and sometimes die a painfal death. 

If these reflections are just and true, I think 
I may say, without fear of contradiction, that 
apart altogether from Divine revelation, human 
reason teaches that there is a friture state; that 
when the soul leaves the body, or is separated 
from it, it does not cease to exist ; that death 
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is not a condusion, but a great change ; that 
there is a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments. 

Scripture also teaches us this ; and further, 
that men shall be judged according to the deeds 
done in the body ; that all who die in their 
sins will be punished hereafter according to their 
deserts. A few texts will suffice : — " That be far 
" from Thee to do after this manner, to slay 
" the righteous with the wicked : and that the 
*^ righteous should be as the wicked, that be far 
" from Thee : Shall not the Judge of all the 
"earth do right?** (Gen. xviii., 25.) "For 
" I know that my Redeemer Hveth, and that he 
'' shall stand at the latter day upon the earth : 
" And though after my skin worms destroy this 
" body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom 
" I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 
" behold, and not another ; though my reins be 
" consumed within me. But ye should say, 
*' Why persecute we him, seeing the root of the 

E 
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" matter is found in me P Be ye afraid of the 
"sword: for wrath bringeth the punishments of 
" the sword, that ye may know there is a judg- 
" menf (Job xix., 25 — 29.) " The adversaries 
" of the Lord shall be broken to pieces ; out of 
" heaven shall He thunder upon them : the 
*' Lord shall judge the ends of the earth ; 
" and He shall give strength unto His King, 
" and exalt the horn of His anointed." (1 Sam. 
" ii., 10.) " Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : for 
" great is your reward in heaven : for so per- 
" secuted they the prophets which were before 
you.'* (Matt. » v., 12.) " Ye have heard that 
it was said by^ them of old time, Thou shalt 
*' not kill ; and whosoever shall kill shall be in 
" danger of the judgment : But I say unto you, 
** That whosoever is angry with his brother with- 
" out a cause shall be in danger of the judgment:*' 
(Matt, v., 21, and part of 22.) " And when thou 
" prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites 
" are : for they love to pray standing in the 
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** synagogues and in the comers of the streets, 
" that they may be seen of men. Verily I say 
^* unto you, They have their reward. But thou 
" when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
'* when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
" Father which is in secret ; and thy Father 
" which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly." 
(Matt, vi., 5, 6.) " Lay not up for yourselves 
** treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth 
" corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
" steal : But lay up for yourselves treasures 
" in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
" corrupt, and where thieves do not break through 
" nor steal : For where your treasure is, there 
" will your heart be also." (Matt, vi., 19 — ^21.) 
" Judge not, that ye be not judged." (Matt. 
\'ii., 1.) " Not every one that saith unto me, 
" Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
** heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my 
" Father which is in heaven." (Matt, vii., 21.) 

" And fear not them which kill the body, but 
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" are not able to kill the soul : but rather fear 
** Him which is able to destroy both sovl and 
" lody in hell. Whosoever therefore shall con- 
^^ fess me before men, him will I confess also 
** before my Father which is in heaven. But 
" whosoever shall deny me before men, him will 
" I also deny before my Father which is in 
^' heaven. And a man's foes shall be they of 
" his own household. He that loveth father or 
" mother more than me is not worthy of me : 
^' and he that loveth son or daughter more than 
'* me is not worthy of me. And he that taketh 
" not his cross, and foUoweth after me, is not 
" worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall 
" lose it : and he that loseth his life for my 
'* sake shall find it. He that receiveth you 
" receiveth me, and he that receiveth me re- 
" ceiveth Him that sent me. He that receiveth 
" a prophet in the name of a prophet shall 
" receive a prophet's reward ; and he that re- 
'' ceiveth a righteous man in the name of a 
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^' righteoiLs man shall receive a righteous man's 
" reward. And whosoever shall give to drink 
** unto one of these little ones a cup of cold 
** water only in the name of a disciple, verily I 
*' say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his 
*' reward." (Matt, x., 28, 32, 33, 36—42.) 

" Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened 
" unto a certaui king, which would take account 
*^ of his servants. And when he had begun 
*' to reckon, one was brought into him, which 
" owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch 
" as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him 
" to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all 
^* that he had, and payment to be made. The 
** servant therefore fell down, and worshipped 
« him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and 
*' I will pay thee all. Then the lord of that 
" servant was moved with compassion, and loosed 
" him and forgave him the debt. But the same 
•* servant went out, and found one of his fellow- 
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" servants, which owed him an hundred pence : 
*^ and he laid hands on him, and took him by 
" the throat, sayings Pay me that thou owest. 
** And his fellow-servant fell down at his feet, 
" and besought him, saying. Have patience with 
" me, and I will pay thee all. And he would 
" not : but went and cast him into prison, till 
" he should pay the debt. So when his fellow- 
" servants saw what was done, they were very 
" sorry, and came and told unto their lord all 
** that was done. Then his lord, after that he had 
" called him, said unto him, thou wicked ser- 
" vant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou 
" desiredst me : Shouldest not thou also have had 
" compassion on thy fellow-servant, even as I 
" had pity on thee ? And his lord was wroth, 
" and delivered him to the tormentors, till he 
" should pay all that was due unto him. So 
<* likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto 
" you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every 
« one his brother their trespasses." (Matt, xviii.. 
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23 — 35.) See also the many other parables of 
our Lord recorded in the four Gospels. 

" Then began He to upbraid the cities wherein 
''most of His mighty works were done, because 
** they repented not : Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! 
"woe unto thee, Bethsaidal for if the mighty 
" works, which were done in you, had been done 
" in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
'' long ago in sack-doth and ashes. But I say 
" unto you. It shall be more tolerable for Tyre 
" and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for you. 
".And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto 
" heaven, shalt be brought down to hell : for if 
" the mighty works, which have been done in 
" thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 
" remained until this day. But I say unto you, 
" That it shall be more tolerable for the land of 
" Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee." 
(Matt, xi., 20—24.) 

" Therefore thou art inexcusable, man, who- 
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" soever thou art that judgest : for wherein thou 
" judgest another, thou cond^nnest thyself ; for 
'^ thou that judgest doest the same things. But 
" we are sure that the judgment of God is ao- 
" cording to truth against them which commit 
" such things. And thinkest thou this, man, 
** that judgest them which do such things, and 
*' doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judg- 
" ment of God P Or despisest thou the riches of 
" His goodness and forbearance and long suffer- 
**ing; not knowing that the goodness of God 
*' leadeth thee to repentance P But after thy 
" hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up 
" unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath 
" and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
" God ; Who will render to every man according 
" to his deeds : To them who by patient continu- 
" ance in well-doing seek for glory and honour 
" and immortality, eternal life : But unto them 
" that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
" but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath. 
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*' tribulation and anguisli, upon every soul of 
" man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also 
of the Gentile ; but glory, honour, and peace, 
to every man that worketh good, to the Jew 
^* first, and also to the Gentile : For there is no 
"respect of persons with God. For as many as 
'' have sinned without law shall also perish with- 

"out law: and as many as have sinned in the 
*' law shall be judged by the law ; For when the 
" Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature 
*' the things contained in the law, these, having 
*' not the ' law, are a law unto themselves :" 
(Rom. ii., 1—12, 14.) 

" And that servant, which knew his lord^s 
will, and prepared not himself, neither did ac- 
cording to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes. But he that knew not, and did com- 
mit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten 
"with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much 
" is given, of him shall be much required.*^ (Luke 
xii., 47, 48.) 
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" Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of under- 
standing : far be it from God, that He should 
do wickedness; and from the Almighty, that 
" He should commit iniquity. For the work of 
*^ a man shall He render unto him, and cause 
" every man to find according to his ways." 
(Job xxxiv., 10, 11.) 

" Also unto Thee, Lord, belongeth mercy : 
" for Thou renderest to every man according to 
« his work." (Psa. Ixii., 12.) 

That there is no state of probation for man 
other than the present, and no intermediate sUite 
of purgatory ; and consequently that no sins are 
forgiven after the soul is separated from the body. 

Purgatory, according to the dogma of the 
Boman Catholic Church, is a place of purifica^ 
tion; in which, after souls are separated from 
their bodies, they are cleansed from all the im- 
purity remaining in them at the moment of 
death 
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This doctrine is not received by the Greek or 
the Protestant Churches, nor is it sanctioned by 
Holy Scripture. 

I do not deny that there are a few isolated 
passages which may at first sight appear to 
favour it, but I confidently assert that it is re- 
pugnant to the whole tenor of inspiration; and 
any interpretation proposed to be put upon a 
single verse, or part of a verse, which is at 
variance with the whole scope of the Sacred 
Scriptures, cannot be sound. 

When the soul is separated from the body its 
doom is fixed : " For there is no work, nor 
" device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
" grave, whither thou goest/' (Ecd. ix., 10.) 
The dying malefactor when on the cross said 
unto the crucified Redeemer, "Lord, remember 
" me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. And 
" Jesus said unto him. Verily I say unto thee, To- 
" day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." (Luke 
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xxiii., 42, 43.) It is in this world only that 
we are privileged to use the language of the 
Psalmist, "Lord, hear my voice: let Thine ears 
" be attentive to the voice of my supplications. 
*' If Thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, 
** Lord, who shall stand? But there is for- 
*' giveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be 
** feared. Let Israel hope in the Lord : for 
" with the Lord there is mercy, aad with Him 
" is plenteous redemption." (Psa. cxxx., 2, 3, 
4, 7.) 

I need not, however, enlarge here, as no 
Romanist will be permitted to read this essay; 
and, so far as I know, none but Romanists 
believe in the dogma of purgatory. 

The doctrine of the final or ultimate blessedness 
of all mankind is beUeved by very many, and I 
incline to think that the number embracing it 
is on the increase. We will now proceed to 
enquire whether it is taught in Scripture. 
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This doctrine lias its origin, I think, in the 
natural repngnance of the human mind to beHeye 
that the suffering and punishment of those 
who die in their sins wiU be everlasting; 
but as they know that many men die without 
any hope of salvation, some in the act of blas- 
pheming, others in stolid indifference, others 
again in blank despair; and being committed to 
the doctrine — ^that every soul is by nature im- 
mortal, — they see no refuge but in the universal 
salvation of mankind. 

Andrew Jukes, a thoughtful modem writer 
who espouses this doctrine, says: — 

*' I cftnnot but think too that this doctrine of final 
'^ restitution -would meet much of the hopeless scepticism 
^ which is abroad, and which is certainly increased by this 
'* dogma of never ending punishment. Men turn from the 
" Gospel and from the Scriptures, not knowing what they 
** contain, offended at the announcement, which shocks 
*' them, that God who is love consigns all but a * little flock' 
" the few who find the narrow way, to endless misery. 
''As the Bishop of Argyll says, in his late pamphlet on 
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*' ne Present Unbelief, * A false ortibodoxj, a wrong con- 
'* * ception of that which Revelation is, presses multitudes 
into unbelief in Revelation ; natural righteousness 
throws over an unrighteous theology, and the founda- 
tions of Revelation as thus conceived of are overthrown. 
But when thus conceived of we cannot regret it. But 
does not this explain much of the present scepticism ? 
As yet scepticism is but in a latent form among our- 
selves ; but soon we believe, it will show itself differ- 
entlj ; soon we expect to see an open and pronounced 
unbelief: an unbelief taking vengeance, as it were, 
upon those who have been its cause. And we cannot 
call such a revenge unrighteous, should it come. For 
a theology which sets forth God as a destroyer, and 
not a Saviour, is such a perversion of the Gospel as 
to call for vengeance.* Even true believers groan imder 
^ the burden which this doctrine, as it is commonly re- 
^* ceived, must lay on all thoughtful and unselfish minds. 
" * For my part,' said Henry Rogers, ' I fancy I should 
''*■ * not grieve if the whole race of mankind died in its 
«( < fourth year. As &r as we can see, I do not know that 
'^ ' it woidd be a thing greatly to be lamented.* Even 
^^ more affecting are the words of Albert Barnes, as a 
*' witness to the darkness of the ordinary orthodox the- 
'* ology : ' These and a hundred difficulties meet the 
^' * mind when we think on this great subject ; and they 
«*(meet us when we endeavour to urge our fellow- 
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siniiers to be reconciled to God and to put confidence 
in Him. I confess for one that I feel these, and feel 
them more sensibly and powerfully the more I look 
at them and the longer I live. I do not know that 
I have a ray of light on this subject, which I had not 
when the subject first flashed across my soul. I have 
read to some extent what wise and good men have 
written. I have looked at their theories and expla- 
nations ; I have endeavoured to weigh their arguments, 
for my whole soul pants for light and relief on these 
questions ; but I get neither ; and in the distress and 
anguish of my own spirit I confess that I see no light 
whatever. I see not one ray to disclose to me the 
reason why sin came into the world, why the earth 
is strewed with the dying and the dead, and why man 
must sufler to all eternity.* 

* Such confessions are surely sad enough ; but they 
'* do not and cannot express one thousandth part of the 
^' horror which the idea of never-ending misery should 
** produce in every loving heart. As Archer Butler says, 
^ *• Were it possible for man*s imagination to conceive the 
'* * horrors of such a doom as this, all reasoning about it 
'* ' would be at an end ; it would scorch and wither all 
^ * the power of human thought.* Indeed human life 
** would be at a stand could this doctrine of endless 
*' punishment be realised. Can such a doctrine then be 
*' true ? If it be, let men continue to declare it. But 
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^ if it be simply the result of a misconception of God*s 
^ Word, it is high time that the Church awake to truer 
" readings of it"— Jukes on the Restitution or all 
Things, pp. 42-44. 

After a careful examination of the texts which 
are quoted to prove this doctrine, I have arrived 
at the conclusion that it is not scriptural; but 
that, on the other hand, it is at variance with 
the whole tenor of the sacred volume, which de- 
clares that the wicked shall be destroyed; that 
both soul and body shall be destroyed in hell: 
the wicked are compared to chaff which shall be 
burnt up. (Matt, x., 28 ; iii., 12 ; Luke, iii., 17.) 

I may be permitted to mention that the doctrine 
of the plurality of human existences, and of the 
transmigration of souls, are other refuges from 
the^ difficulty we have been considering ; but I 
need not remind my readers that if there be 
truth in these doctrines, man cannot be a 
responsible being. 

The doctrine of the natural immortaKty of the 
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:BOTd, prevents our doing full justice to the brute 
-Greation. 

Men aigue thus: All souls are by nature im- 
mortal; beasts are naturally mortal — they have 
no immortal part ; ergo, they have no souls. 

But is all this true of the brute P Take our 
•domestic animals^ for with these we are best 
acquainted^ and therefore most familiar. Has a 
dog memory P Has he affection not only for 
his own species, but towards his master P Does 
he not on some occasions exhibit joy and grief P 
Does he not sometimes evince fearP Is he not 
oapable in some degree — a low degree if you 
will — of reasoning P My readers will, one and all, 
answer, Yes : without doubt he has the faculty of 
memory; and very few, I think, who have any 
acquaintance with the sagacious animal in question, 
will venture to deny that he does sometimes and 
often reason. If so, what part of the dog is it 
that thinks, that remembers, that loves and hates. 
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that hopes and fears P It cannot be his body» for 
matter cannot think. It cannot therefore be his 
brain^ for that is matter. Some will try to get 
away from the difficulty by saying it is absurd 
to say that beasts have souls ; we will not discuss 
the question. Why not P I rejoin : Are you pre- 
pared to say that it is finely organised matter 
which thinks P Are you one with the materialist P 
Are you prepared to join with him in his sugges- 
tion that matter can^ in certain circumstances and 
under special conditions, perform these functions, 
and that therefore man may not have a soulP 

Does it not occur to the reader, that if the 
view for which the author contends be correct, 
full justice may be done to the brute creation; 
no violence need be done to the truths of the 
Gospel; we may admit that brutes have souls, 
and yet that they have no daim to immortality ? 
" Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth 
" upward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth 
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"downward to the earthP" (EcoL iiL, 21.) 
" And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, 
** both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and 
" of eyery creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
" earth, and every man : All in whose nostrils 
" was the breath of life, of all that was in the 
« dry land, died/' (Gen. vii., 21, 22.) 
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CHAPTER VII. 



That the dogma of the everlasting duration 
of future punishment and suffering is 
repugnant to all right conceptions of 

THE DrVTNE ATTRIBUTES — ^ThAT EVERLASTING 
HAPPINESS CANNOT BE MERITED BY MAN 
DURING HIS SHORT TERM OF PROBATION IN 

THIS WORLD — That the bliss of those 
-who are saved will be everlasting — 
That all who inherit eternal life will 

DO so BY virtue OF THEIR INTEREST IN 

Christ; and that whereas future pun- 
ishment will be proportioned to the 
demerits of the sinner, salvation is all 

OF GRACE. 

PiRST, as to the attributes of the Deity. God is 
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etemaly invisibley ommpotent, ommscienty omni- 
present, immutable. 

These attributes of the Deity are infinite and 
incommunicable. 

Then, there are the moral attributes of the 
Deity: God is pure and holy, just and good: 
God is wise and gracious, merdful and longsuffer- 
ing : GtOD is Love. 

It is the latter, which are called by some divines 
the affections, that we have now chiefly to con- 
sider. 

^'Behold even to the moon, and it shineth 
" not ; yea, the stars are not pure in His sight.'' 
(Job XXV., 5.) 

" The words of the Lord are pure words : as 
** silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven 
"times.'' (Psa. xii., 6.) 

"Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
" and canst not look on iniquity.*' (Hab. i., 13.) 



70 THE SOUL : IS IT IMMORTAL? 

''Ye shall be holy: fiir I the Lobd your God 
" am holy.** (LeviL xix., 2.) 

** But Hiou art hdy, O llioa that inhabiiest 
'' the praises of Israel'' (Psa. zziL, 3.) 

'' The Lobd is righteous in all His ways, and 
" holy in an His worfcs.'* (Psa. cdv., 17.) 

''And now I am no more in the world, bnt 
^' these are in the world, and I come to Thee. 
" Holy Father, keep throngh Thine own name 
" those whom Thou hast given me, that they may 
" be one, as we are.*' (John xviL, 11.) 

" For thus saith the high and lofty One that 
" inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; I 
" dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
" also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to 
" revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive 
" the heart of the contrite ones." (Isa. Ivii., 15.) 

" For I am the Lord thy Gtod, the Holy One 
'' of Lrael, thy Saviour." (Isa. xliii., 3.) 
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" Exalt the Lord our God^ and worship at His 
holy hill ; for the Lord our God is holy." (Psa. 
xcix., 9.) 

" He is the Bock^ His work is perfect : for all 
" His ways are judgment : a God of truth and 
" without iniquity, just and right is He." (Deut 
Yxyii., 4.) 

'* If we confess our sins, He is faithM and 
''just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
" from all unrighteousness." (1 John i., 9.) 

" Which of the prophets have not your fathers 
" persecuted? And they have slain them which 
" shewed before of the coming of the Just One ; 
** of whom ye have been now the betrayers and 
" murderers." (Acts vii., 52.) 

"And he said, The God of our fathers hath 
" chosen thee, that thou shouldest know His will, 
" and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the 
" voice of His mouth." (Acts xxii., 14.) 
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" Good and upright is the Lord : therefore- 
" will He teach sinners in the way." (Psa. 
XXV., 8.) 

" For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to 
"forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them 
" that call upon Thee/' (Psa. Ixxxvi., 5.) 

" Thou art good, and doest good ; teach me 
" Thy statutes.'' (Psa. cxix., 68.) 

" The Lord is good to all : and His tender 
" mercies are over all His works." (Psa. cxlv., 9.) 

" O taste and see that the Lord is good ; 
" blessed is the man that trusteth in Him." (Psa. 
xxxiv., 8.) 

" To God only wise, be glory through Jesus- 
" Christ for ever." (Rom. xvi., 27.) 

" Now unto the King eternal, immortal, in- 
" visible, the only wise God, be honour and 
" glory for ever and ever." (1 Tim. i., 17.) 

" To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory 
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" and majesty, domimon and power, both now 
" and ever." (Jude, 26.) 

^^ And it shall come to pass, when he crieth 
" nnto me, that I will hear : for I am gracious/* 
(Exod. xxii., 27.) 

** And He said, I wiU make all my goodness 
" pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name 
" of the Lord before thee ; and will be gracious 
" to whom I will be gracious, and will shew 
"mercy on whom I will shew mercy.'* (Exod. 
xxxiiL, 19.) 

" For I knew that Thou art a gracious God, 
" and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kind- 
" ness.*' (Jonah iv., 2.) 

" If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is 
"gracious.** (1 Pet. ii., 3.) 

" And the Lord passed by before him, and 
" proclaimed. The Lord, The Lord God, merciful 
" and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in 
'* goodness and truth.** (Exod. xxxiv., 6.) 
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" With the merciftd Thou wilt shew Thyself 
mercifaly and with the upright man Thou wilt 
shew Thyself upright.'* (2 Sam. xxii., 26.) 

"For the Lord your Qt)d is gracious and 
** merciful, and will not turn away His face fix)m 
" you, if ye return unto Him." (2 Chron. 
zxx., 9.) 

" The Lord is mercifdl and gracious, slow to 
** anger, and plenteous in mercy." (Psa. ciii., 8.) 

" For His merciful kindness is great towards 
" us : and the truth of the Lord endureth for 
•" ever." (Psa. cxvii, 2.) 

" Rend your heart, and not your garments, 
^* and turn unto the Lord your God : for He is 
" gracious and merciftd, slow to anger, and of 
" great kindness." (Joel ii., 13.) 

" Which sometimes were disobedient, when once 
** the longsuffering of God waited in the days 
*^ of Noah." (1 Peter iii., 20.) 
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''And aooount that the longsuiTering of our 
Lord 18 salyation." (2 Peter iii., 15.) 

'' Hope maketh not ashamed ; because the love 
** of Gk)d is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
*^ Holy Ghost which is given unto us/' (Bom. 
v., 6.) 

'' Nor height^ nor depth, nor any other creature, 
^' shall be able to separate us from the love of 
'^ Qtoif which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.'' 
(Bom. viiL, 39.) 

" But after that the kindness and love of God 
*' our Saviour toward man appeared." (Titus 
iii., 4.) 

^'Li this was manifested the love of God 
** toward us, because that God sent His only 
" begotten Son into the world, that we might 
'' Kve through Him." (1, John iv., 9.) 

** Be of one mind, live in peace ; and the 
" God of love and peace shall be with you." 
(2 Cor. xiii., 11.) 
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" He that loveth not knoweth not God; for 
" GOD IS LOVE." (1 John iv., 8.) 

The dogma of everlasting punishment and 
suffering is surely repugnant to these Divine 
attributes. 

Gk)d created Adam in pmty and holiness, and 
in ESs infinite wisdom ordained that his pos- 
terity should stand or fall in him. For inscrutable 
reasons He permitted Adam to sin^ and thereby 
entail mortality and all the moral effects of his 
ML on the whole human race. 

In the providence of God, some of this race 
have been permitted to fall so low in the scale 
of intelligence, as to be only one remove from 
the brute. 

We are commanded to search the Scriptures; 
" For in them," saith our Saviour, " ye think 
" ye have eternal life : and they are they which 
" testify of me." (John v., 39.) 
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" All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

-** correction, for instmction in righteousness :'' 

(2 Tun. iii., 16.) 

These Scriptures have never yet found their 
way into many heathen lands. The benighted 
inhabitants thereof have never heard the sound 
of the GKxspel. 

It is written, **For whosoever shall call upon 
•** the name of the Lord shall be saved. How 
then shall they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed P and how shaU they believe 
in Him of whom they have not heard P and how 
shall they hear without a preacher P and how 
shall they preach, except they be sent P So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.'* (Rom. x., 13, 14, 15, 17.) 

Are these myriads of poor benighted creatures 
to be condemned to suffer endless torment for 
not obeying the law of which they never heard — 
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for not belieYing the Gospel which has never 
been preached to them — for not trusting in 
Christ when they have not so much as heard 
His nameP 

The Apostle Paul answers these questions thus : 
" For as many as have sinned without law 
** shall also perish without law/* (Rom. ii., 12.) 

Will my readers ponder this word perish for 
a moment or twoP Can any sophistry possibly 
induce the most credulous amongst them to 
believe that to perish is synonymous with living 
for ever in misery? 

Surely these . are they who " knew not their 
" Lord's will and did it not.'* 

" And that servant, which knew his lord's 
" will, and prepared not himself, neither did 
" according to his will, shall be beaten with 
" many stripes. But he that knew not, and 
" did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be 
" beaten with few stripes. For unto whom so- 
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" ever much is given, of him shall he much 
" required/' (Luke xii., 47, 48.) 

Is it not cruel and profane mockery to say 
that everlasting suffering and punishment in hell- 
fire is meant hy heing heaten with few stripes P 

Are not those who aver that the heathen will 
be doomed to everlasting punishment, guilty of 
charging the just and merciful Jehovah with 
being, not indeed, such an one as themselves, but 
far less merciful, far less just P Do not they 
falsely portray the Deity, as the servant who had 
but one talent intrusted to him, did his lordP 
saying, " Lord, I knew thee that thou art an 
" hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, 
" and gathering where thou hast not strawed." 
(Matt. XXV., 24.) 

Take as another example the man of moral 
excellence, whose character has been briefly 
sketched. His actions and his general conduct 
are such that in the eyes of his fellow-man he 



'80 THE SOUL : IS rr immortal ? 

is faultless. His faultless deportment^ his esti- 
mable character^ will not save him. Is he to be 
punished throughout a never-ending eternity ? 
Is he to suffer everlasting torments? Is it not 
more in accordance with the Divine justice and 
mercy to beKeve that he will be beaten with 
few stripes? 

Take as another example, the child who has 
just arrived at the age of responsibility. Assume 
for the purpose of the argument that as he passes 
this line he is stricken down with a mortal 
iUness ; but he has not fled for refuge to Him 
who is the sinner's onlj^ hope — and he dies. Can 
we say that we believe God to be just and 
merciful, and yet that He will punish this child 
to all eternity? 

Take the case of those who are bom in a 
state of idiocy; who live protracted lives, and 
all their lives long know not (morally) their 
right hand from their left. If these are not 
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saved by the sovereign grace of God, their idiocy 
will not procure them impunity. They were born 
in sin; are they, too, to suffer throughout a 
never-ending eternity? For these can there be 
any future state of existence ? 

Take again, the case of infants djdng in in- 
fancy. No doubt many, very many, infants are 
saved everlastingly; for of such, i.e., of Kttle 
children, our Saviour said, '' Their angels do 
always behold the face of My Father which 
is in heaven." (Matt, xviii., 10.) None of 
my readers probably would venture to afl&rm that 
all who die in infancy, whether in civilized lands 
or among the Hottentots, whether they are bom 
with all their faculties or in a state of idiocy^ 
will be saved eternally, and enjoy everlasting 
happiness in heaven, because they died in 
in&ncy. But all Scripture teaches us that there 
are only two states hereafter. If these are not 

permitted to enjoy everlasting bliss, am I asked 
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to believe that they too — the countless millions 
who die in infancy, and are not saved — are to 
suffer everlasting torments ? Perish the thought ! 
*' Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 
"right?" (Gen. xviii., 25.) 

And now let the reader who believes in the 
natural immortality of the soul, and that, there- 
fore, every soul will live throughout the countless 
ages of eternity, either in bliss or woe, happiness 
or misery — ^that the former will be beneficently 
employed serving Gkd in His Temple, and the 
latter wiU go on sinning and blaspheming, pause 
for a moment and reflect, that if this be so, (I 
tremble to write the profane thought) then — sin 
and suffering are to continue as long as Qod 
Himself endures ! 

The Scriptures say, God ** is the blessed and 
*' only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of 
*^ lords ; who only hath Immortality, dwelling in 
''the Hght which no man can approach unto; 
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** whom no man hath seen nor can see : to whom 
** be honour and power everlastmg." (1 Tim. 
vL, 15, 16.) 

We will now refer to the few isolated passages 
of Scripture which are supposed by some to imply 
that the suffering and punishment of the lost 
fiinner will be eternal. 

The author has searched the whole Sacred 
Volume very carefully, but he has not found a 
angle text in which the words " eternal sufferings " 
or "everlasting sufferings'' are so much as once 
mentioned; and he has found only five texts 
which contain one or other of the following ex- 
pressions: Everlasting burmngs — devouring fire 
— everlasting fire — everlasting punishment — ever- 
lasting destruction. 

" Who among us shall dwell with the devour- 
^' ing fire ? Who among us shall dwell with ever- 
** lasting burnings ? " (Isa. xxxiii., 14.) 

"It is better for thee to enter into life halt 

o 2 
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" or maimed, rather than having two hands or 
" two feet to be cast into everlasting fire/* 
(Matt. zviiL, 8.) 

^* Then shall He say also unto them on the 
" left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
" lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
" angels." (Matt, xxv., 41.) 

" And these shall go away into everlasting 
" punishment : but the righteous into life eternal." 
(Matt. XXV., 46.) 

" Who shall be punished with everlasting de- 
" struction from the presence of the Lord." 
(2 Thes. i., 9.) 

In examining these texts with the view to 
ascertain their proper scriptural meaning, the 
author would remind his readers that the only 
safe canon of interpretation is to have regard to 
the whole scope of the Sacred Scriptures; and 
to be careful to avoid applying to any one text 
a meaning which is at variance therewith. 
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Thus when we read that God repented, we 
must not understand the words in the sense of 
<ihanging His mind^ for this would he at variance 
with His incommunicahle attribute of immuta- 
hiKty. 

" God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
" tempteth He any man." (James i., 13.) When 
therefore God is said to tempt Abraham 
^Gen. xxii., 1.) we must look for some other 
meaning than that we usually understand by 
the word: it doubtless means in this passage 
that God tried or tested Abraham. 

The last in order of these five texts, (2 Thess. 
L, 9,) contains perhaps the very strongest form of 
expression, relating to the future condition of the 
finally impenitent, which is to be found in the 
Sacred Scriptures: punishment, banishment, and 
everlasting destruction are spoken of. Mark ! It 
is not the punishment which is said to be ever- 
lasting, but the destruction. 
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Now what is meant by everlasting destruction ? 
Can it mean other than being destroyed utterly 
and for ever? Can it be construed by any in- 
genuity to mean a continuing in existence, or 
living for ever in misery? 

With respect to the other texts in which 
everlasting burnings, and everlasting fire, are 
spoken of, these cannot be said to prove ever- 
lasting suffering, or everlasting punishment; for 
they are altogether silent as to the period for which 
the soul is to be detained in the devouring element. 

The everlasting punishment, spoken of in the 
remaining text, may be taken to be already ex- 
plained by the term everlasting destruction. 

But even if it were utterly impossible satis- 
factorily to explain three or four passages which 
appear to favour the idea of everlasting punish- 
ment, this dogma would not be proved thereby, 
any more than the Eoman CathoHc dogma of 
purgatory is proved by four or five isolated texts 
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wliich appear at first sight to favour it: e.g. 

What is meant by the words: "Wherefore I 

** say unto yon. All manner of sin and blasphemy 

** shall be forgiven unto men : but the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost shall not be for- 
given unto men. And whosoever speaketh 

*' a word against the Son of man^ it shall be 
forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against 
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 

" neither in this world, neither in the world to 

" come^'P (Matt, xii., 31, 32.) 

In both cases the only safe canon of interpre- 
tation must be adhered to. No isolated text 
must have such an interpretation put upon it as 
is at variance with the whole tenor of the 
Sacred Writings. 

I have stated, and that without fear of con- 
tradiction, that the term * immortal ' is not once 
appHed to the human soul by any of the sacred 
writers, firom the first verse of the Book of 
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Genesis to the last verse of the Book ot tJie 
Revelation ; while there are nearly five hundred 
texts in the Bible in which the term perish and 
its synonyms are used to denote the fact, that 
when the souls of the finally impenitent shall 
have had meted out to them the just punishment 
of their misdeeds, they will cease to exist The 
following are some of the solemn and emphatic 
utterances in the Sacred Scriptures: They shall 
not see life ; They shall perish ; They shall be 
destroyed; They shall be cut off; They shall 
lose their souls ; They shall die ; They shall lose 
their lives; They shall reap corruption; Both 
soul and body shall be destroyed in hell. 

I have selected a few texts in which these 
impressive words occur: — 

" He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
*^ lasting life : and he that believeth not the Son 
" shall not see life ; but the wrath of God 
" abideth on him." (John iii., 36.) 
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" For we are tmto God a sweet savour of 
'' Christy in them that are saved, and in them 
'' that perish : to the one we are the savour of 
'' death unto death ; and to the other the savour 
" of life unto life." (2 Cor. ii., 15, 16.) 

'^ A £Edse witness shall not be unpunished, and 
he that speaketh lies shall perish.'' (Prov. 
,9.) 

" I tell you, Nay : but, except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish.'^ (Luke xiii., 3.) 



4f 



4( 



** For as many as have sinned without law 
** shall also perish without law : and as many 
'' as have sinned in the law shall be judged by 
" the law.'' (Rom. ii., 12.) 

** But these, as natural brute beasts, made to 
** be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the 
'* things that they understand not ; and shall 
" utterly perish in their own corruption." (2 
Pet. ii., 12.) 
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" I will therefore put you in remembrance, 
" though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, 
" having saved the people out of the land of 
"Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed 
« not." (Jude 5.) 

" Because he hath despised the word of the 
" Lord, and hath broken His commandment, that 
" soul shall utterly be cut off." (Num. xv., 31.) 

« For the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh 
" not his saints ; they are preserved for ever : 
" but the seed of the wicked shall be cut off." 
(Psa. xxxvii., 28.) 

" Behold therefore the goodness and severity 
" of God : on them which fell severity ; but 
" toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His 
" goodness : otherwise thou also shalt be cut off" 
(Bom. xi., 22.) 

" For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 
" the whole world, and lose his own soulP" (Matt, 
xvi., 26 ; Mark viii., 36.) 
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"For what is a man advantaged, if lie gain 
" the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast 
"away?" (Luke ix., 25.) 

" He that findeth his life shall lose it/' (Matt. 
x., 39.) 

" For whosoever wiU save his life shall lose 
" it." (Matt, xvi., 25 ; Mark viii., 35 ; Luke ix. , 
24.) 

" The soul that sinneth, it shall die." (Ezek. 
xviii., 4.) 

" For in the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
" shalt surely die." (Gen. ii., 17.) 

" Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn 
" not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked 
" way, he shall die in his iniquity." (Ezek. iii., 
19.) 

" He that keepeth the commandment keepeth 
" his own soul ; but he that despiseth His ways 
" shall die." (Prov. xix., 16.) 

" For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the 



"92 THE soul: is it immortal? 

^' flesh reap corruption ; but he that soweth to 
" the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever- 
^' lasting/' (Gal. vi.,8.) 

A learned jurist sa}rs, ''The meaning which 
'' comes out from the literal sense of the main 
*^ current of expressions employed in a document 
^' shall always be taken as its ruling sense/' Dean 
iVJford wrote: "A canon of interpretation which 
*' should be constantiy borne in mind is, That a 
" figurative sense of words is never admissible 
" except when required by the context/' 

Can the expressions just quoted, and which are 
to be found in nearly five hundred texts of Scrip- 
ture, be distorted by any amount of ingenuity into 
meaning, that the lost sinner will live for ever in 
misery? It was Our Saviour who said to His 
disciples, "Fear not them which kill the body, 
"but are not able to kill the soul: but rather 
" fear Him which is able to destroy both sotd 
" and body in hell/' (Matt, x., 28.) 
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Man being bom in sin and with a sinful nature 
18 incapable of doing anything to merit everlasting 
happiness. 

If he could keep the whole moral law without 
Oiffiending in one pointy this would not suffice; for 
having done all, he would only have done that 
which it was his duty to do ; and this would not 
give him a title to immortality — which he has- 
not in his own nature — ^for the taint and the 
consequences of original sin attach to every child 
of Adam. 

Our first parents, when created, and so long as 
they retained their integrity, had, as has been 
stated, the power to fulfil the moral law : and 
although man lost the power to obey, God did 
not lose the right to command. 

The strongest argument against the possibility 
of any human being meriting everlasting liappi- 
ness, is the fact of his being naturally mortal both 
as to soul and body. 
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He is also bom in sin and with a sinful nature; 
and has no more natural power to change this 
nature than a leopard has to change its spots. 

Man was utterly lost and irretrievably ruined, 

but God found a ransom : '^ In this was mani- 
'" fested the love of God toward us, because 

" that God sent His only begotten Son into the 

" world, that we might live through Him/' (1. 

John iv., 9.) 

" And as Moses Hfted up the serpent in the 
*^ wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
^* Kfted up : That whosoever believeth in TTiTn 
^' should not perish, but have eternal life." (John 
iii., 14, 15.) 

" In Him was life ; and the life was the light 
-*' of men/' (John i., 4.) 

" Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life : a^d they are they which 
testify of Me. Ye will not come to Me, that ye 
might have life.'' (John v., 39, 40.) 
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'^ I am come that they might have life^ and 
*' that they might have it more abundantly." 
(John X., 10.) 

** And Jesus said unto them^ I am the bread 
'• of life." (John vi, 35.) 

" I am the living bread which came down 
^' fix)m heaven : if any man eat of this bread, 
'* he shall live for ever." (John vi., 51.) 

" I am the hght of the world : he that fol- 
loweth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life." (John viii., 12.) 

" Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection 
*' and the life : he that believeth in Me, though 
** he were dead, yet shall he live." (John xi., 25.) 

" But these are written, that ye might believe 
** that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and 
" that believing ye might have life through BBs 
** name." (John xx., 31.) 

" For if by one man's offence death reigned 
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" by one ; mucli more they wUch receive abund- 
" ance of grace and of the gift of righteous- 
" ness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ^ 
" Therefore as by the offence of one judgment 
" came upon all men to condemnation ; eyen sa 
by the righteousness of one the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life/' (Ronu 
v., 17, 18.) 

" For if the casting away of them be the re- 
" oonciling of the world, what shall the receiving- 
** of them be, but life from the dead?" (Rom^ 
XL, 15.) 

" For we that are in this tabemade do groan,. 
" being burdened : not for that we would be un- 
** clothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might 
" be swallowed up of life." (2 Cor. v., 4.) 

" For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
" Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life,. 
"shaU appear, then shall ye also appear witk 
" Him in glory." (CoL iii., 3, 4.) 
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" For bodily exercise profiteth little : but god- 
" liness is profitable unto all things, having promise 
" of the life that now is, and of that which is' 
"to come." (1 Tim. iv., 8.) 

" He that hath the Son hath life ; and he 
'Uhat hath not the Son of God hath . not life^." 
(1 John v., 12.) 

** And every one that hath forsaken houses, 
** or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 
" wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, 
" shall receive an hundredfold, and shall' inherit 
*' everlasting life." (Matt, xix., 29.) 

« — ^Who shall not receive manifold more in this 
"present time, and in the world to come life 
** everlasting." (Luke xviii., 30.) 

" For God so loved the world, that He gave 
*' His only begotten Son, that whosoever beUeveth 
" in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
"life." (John iii., 16.) 

H 
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"But \7l10soever (iinketh. of the w^ter that 
" I shall give him shall never thirst ; but the 
" Water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
" well of water springing up into everlasting 
" life." (John iv., 14.) 

" y erily, verily, I say unto you, H6 that 
" heareth my word, and believeth on Him that 
"sent me, hath everlasting life." (John v., 24.) 

" Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but 
" for that meat which endureth unto everlasting 
" Hfe, which the Son f man shall give unto 
" you." (John vi., -27.) 

" And this is the will of Him that sent me, 
" that every one which iseeth the Son, and 
" believeth on Him, may hav« everlasting life." 
(John vi., 40.) 

" Verily, verily, I say imto you, he that 
" believeth on Me. hath everlasting life." (John 
vi., 47.) 
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*^ And I know thai His commandment is life 
" everlafiting." (John xii., 50.) ' ; ". > " 

<*For he that soweth to his flesh shall of 
" the flesh reap corruption ; hut he that sowetL 
" to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever-^ 
"lasting" (Gal. vi., 8.) .:....- 

" Howbeit for this cause I obtained naercyi' 
*' that in me first Jesus Christ might shew for&- 
" all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which 
" should hereafter believe on Him to Hfe everT 
"lasting.'' (1 Tim. i., 16.) 

" And there shall be no more curse :; but the 
" throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in 
" it ; and His servants shall serve Him : and 
" they shall see His face ; and His name shall be 
" in their foreheads. And there shall be no 
" night there ; and they need no candle, neither 
" light of the sun ; for the Lord God giveth 
" them light : and they shall reign for ever and 
" ever." (Rev. xxii., 3, 4, 5.) 
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"And wKosoever will, let him take tHe water 
of life freely." (Rey. xxii., 17.) 



' From these texts, and yery many more which 
might be cited, it is evident that the Scriptures 
teach US that the bliss of those who are saved 
will be everlasting; that all who inherit eternal 
life will ■ do set by virtue of their interest in 
Christ; and that SALVATION IS ALL OP 
GitAOE. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



That there is no IMMORTALITY out' of 
CHRIST — That LIFE and IMMOR- 
TALITY are brought TO Light through 
the gospel. 

"For as in Adam all die, eyen so in Christ 
"shall all be made alive." (1 Cor.xv., 22.) 

; All who were; in Adam when he sinned, died 
in him. . All the [human race were in Adam as 
theil* federd,l head; therefore,' alll the human race 
died; in him ; they * lost their immortality ; they 
lost their moral, rectitude ; they lost the power 
and. the inclination to please God; they lost the 
faYOur of God.: Every child, of Adam; is, there- 



X02 THE SOUL : • IS it: IMMORTAL f 

^ — II. , . I ■ , ■ ■ . , M T . I ■ : — ^ 

fore, born in sin and with a sinful nature, and is 
obnoxious to the wrath of God. 

If God had not of His free and sovereign 

4 ■ 

grace provided a Saviour, all mankind would 
have continued mortal, there would have been 
no hope for any beyond the grave; and all who 
sinned wilfully/would be punished' hereafter, not 
for .Adani's sin, ast some divines teach, but for 
their own transgressions ; being judged a<5Cording 
to the deeds done in the body. 

It seems scarcely necessary to urge that none 
will be punished hereafter for the sin; of Adam, 
but some professing Christians still believe this: 
and teach the horrible doctrine of the damnation 
and eternal punishment of infants ! Many ministers 
in the Church of England teach that infants dying 
unbaptised die unregenerate ; it follows from tliis, 
as a necessary consequence, that if evdry human 
soul is in its own nature immortal, and there are 
but two states hereafter, either that some sitifiil 
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"dnregenerate sbub are allowed in heaven, or that 
the myriads of. infants, who die in infancy and 
unbaptised, go into endless perdition ! 

I trust that very few of my readers have so 
Ifeamed Christ. 

But to return. All men are by nature mortal, 
and all continue so who are not united to Christ 
dnd are one with Him. Being in Him and one with 
Him, they are made alive and partake of immor- 
tality ; they gain through Christ more than they 
lost through Adam. 

"Where sin abounded, grace did much more 
" abound." (Eom. v., 20.) 

" For as by one man's disobedience many were 
" made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
** many be made righteous." (Eom. v., 19.) 

The apostle Paul, in his powerful and exhaustive 
argument, (1 Cor. xv.) shews that it is because 
Christ rose from the dead that those who believe 
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in Him have hope; of a glorious resurrection ; and 
he reminded the church at Corinth/ that if in: this 
life only they had hope in Christ; they were of: 
all men most miserable. 

It is not my present purpose to write a treatise 
on the doctrines of grace, or I should like to en- 
large on this subject ; as, however, I have already 

exceeded the limits I contemplated at the outset, 
I will content myself with citing a few apposite 
texts to demonstrate the proposition at the head 
of this chapter. 

Our Saviour said, ** As the branch cannot bear 
" jfruit of itself, except it abide in the vine ; no 
" more can ye, except ye abide in Me. If a man 

*' abide not in Me, he is cast forth as a branch, 
" and is withered ; and men gather them, and 
" cast them into the fire, and they are burned/' 
(John XV., 4, 6.) 

" In Him was life, and the life was the light 
" of men." (John i., 4.) 
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" For as the Father hath life in Himself, so 
" hath He given to the Son to have life in 
" Himself." (John v., 26.) 

'' And ye will not come to Me, that ye might 
'' have Kfe." (John v., 40.) 

" For if by one man's offence death reigned 
" by one ; much more they which receive abund- 
" ance of grace and of the gift of righteous- 
" ness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ." 
(Rom. v., 17.) 

*' For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
" Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, 
" shall appear, then shall ye also appear with 
" Him in glory." (Col. iii., 3, 4.) 

" Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe 
" that we shall also live with Him." (Rom. 
vi., 8.) 

" Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection 
" and the life : he that believeth in Me, though 
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** he were dead, yet shall he live : and who- 
** soever liveth and helieveth in Me shall never 
'' die. Behevest thou this?" (John xi., 25, 26.) 

" Who hath saved us, and called us with an 
** holy calHng, not according to our works, but 
'* according to His own purpose and grace, which 
" was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
*^ began, but is now made manifest by the 
"appearing of our Saviour JESUS CHRIST, 
" who hath abolished death, and hath brought 
" LIFE and IMMOETALITY to Ught through 
'* the GOSPEL." (2 Tim. i. 9, 10.) 
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